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ANNUAL REPORTS 
OF THE 
SELECTMEN, AUDITOE, 
T R E A S U R E R , 
AND 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE 
OF THE 
TOWN OF RICHMOND, 
FOR THE YEAR ENDING FEBRUARY 21, 1876. 
GARDINER: 
H. K. MOrrELL and SOn, PRINTERS, HOMe JOURNAL OFHCH. 
1876. 

SELECTMEN'S REPORT. 
APPROPRIATIONS. 
For Repairs of Highways $4,000 00 
Support of Schools 2,500 00 
Free High School 500 00 
Maintenance of Poor 800 00 
Tempest Engine Co., 1875 100 00 
Interest and discount 3,000 00 
Reduction of Town Debt 2,000 00 
Contingent Fund 1,500 00 
$14,400 00 
state Tax 4,97:3 6(1 
County Tax 1,837 05 
Overlayings 1,027 00 
Supplemental . " . . , . . . 163 0< 
822.400 77 
R E C E I P T S . 
Balance in Treasury, Feb, 20, 1875, Cash $3,901 f.2 
Collector's Note for Tax of 1872, (in suit) 2,341 04 
School Mill Tax of 1875 from State 808 7s 
Savings Bank Tax of 1875 from State 605 49 
Free High School from State 250 00 
From School Fund from State 142 50 
Tuition High School 30 35 
Engine "Watering Ship 20 00 
Use of Town Hall 7 00 
Sale of School House Lot at North End 50 0(1 
Cash of John O'Neal 12 67 
Town of Manchester for Madora Howard and two 
children 4 67 
Citv of Gardiner for Geo. L. Hutchinson 2 33 
•' •• Mrs. Maria Bachelder . . . . 104 04 
" Costs for Same 5 2* 
Fine of Signor Blitz 5 00 
License for Show 3 On 
One Tax Deed 50 
Tax and Cost in Carter Lot, 1874 2 12 
Cash on Tax of 1872, S. Brown, Coliector 11 SK 
4 
Cash on Tax of 1874, W. H. Smith, Collector 3 00 
Balance of Tax 1874, of W. H. Smith Collector . . • 8,473 24 
Interest on same " " " . . . 15146 
From Town Orders 1875, Nos. 4, 5, 6, 7, 9, 10, 12, 
13, 15, 16, 17, 18, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 29, 31, 34, 
3 5 , 3 6 , 4 5 , 302 13,050 00 
Richmond National Bank 1,200 00 
Profits on Liquor 178 10 
Difference in Liquor 1875 and 1876 I l l 47 
$31,475 52 
EXPENDITURES. 
STATE AND COUNTY TAX. 
Paid State Treasurer State Tax for 1875 $4,973 66 
Paid County Treasurer County Tax for 1875 1,837 05 
$6,810 71 
TOWN OFFICERS. 
Paid for Services as follows : 
F . Houdlette, Assessor, Overseer and Selectman $200 00 
H. Randall, " " " 75 00 
C. S. Cotton, " " " 55 00 
C. Houdlette, Treasurer 50 00 
Wm. H. Stuart. Town Clerk 15 00 
Wm. H. Smith, Collector for 1874 288 08 
D. S. Richards, S. S. Committee 38 25 
S . W . J a c k , " 20 00 
AbialLibby, " 33 75 
Levi Whitney, Constable 25 00 
$800 08 
SCHOOLS. 
Amount due the several Districts Feb. 20, 1875 $1,260 51 
Appropriation by the Town for 1875 2,500 00 
School Mill Tax fof 1875 by State 808 78 
Savings Bank " " 605 49 
Free High School " " 250 00 
School Fund , " " 142 50 
Appropriation by the Town for Free High Schoo l . . . . 500 00 
Received for Tuition, High School 30 35 
Received for sale of Lot at North End 50 00 
$6,147 63 
Paid School Districts during the }-ear . . . . $4,757 12 
Balance due Districts Feb. 21, 1876 1,390 51 
$6,147 63 
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SCHOOL DISTRICT N O . 4. 
Balance due from last Report $29 97 
Allowed 03 
To paid David Perry. Agent , $30 00 
$30 00-
SCHOOL DISTRICT N O . 11. 
Balance due from last Report 
To paid Waldron Leavitt $18 
J . H. Booker '. 17 
$36 28 
95 
33 
REPAIK OF HIGHWAYS. 
Paid Foster & $554 14 
Carlton H 2 36-
Dist. No. 1 459 97 
" 1, Addison G. Collins, " 146 60 
" 2, 140 48 
" 3, 87 60> 
" 3, 75 85 
"
 4 ; 79 65-
" 5, 190 56 
" 5, 110 45 
" 6, 72 45 
" 6, C. C. Hathorn, " 89 05 
" 7, 109 80 
•' 8. 102 70 
" 8. 83 05 
•' 8 , 62 08 
" 9 , 115 73 
" 1 0 , 95 67 
L
' 1 1 , 92 83 
" n, 105 70 
82,776 72 
BREAKING ROADS. 
Paid Dist, No. ., under Libbeus Jenkins, Surveyor . $74 0C 
1 " A. G. Collins, Surveyor . . . 86 26 
" 2 " Aaron Buker, " . . . 68 14 
3, " Prescott Keyes, " 38 34 
3, " Daniel Webber, " 90 35 
4, " 8. Cunningham, " . . . 114 51 
" 5, " Wm. M. Loud, " 28 33 
5, " Walter Beedle, " 40-24 
6, " Geo. W. Merrill, " 64 27 
6, " C. C. Hathorn, " 65 70 
7, " Reuben R. Bates, " . . . . 59 47 
8, " Sumner Berry, " . . . 52 55 
8, " Jas . H. Smith. " . . . 35 77 
6 
Pd. Dist. No. 8, under Geo. D. Clarke, Surveyor 44 59 
" 9, " Otis Plummer, " 65 85 
" 10, " Jos . Galusha, " 77 72 
" 11, " Waldron Leavitt, " 71 86 
" 11, " Geo. F . Peacock, " . . . . 46 95 
$1,124 96 
HIGHWAY ACCOUNT. 
Appropriated by the Town $4,000 00 
Expended for Repair of Highways §2.776 72 
Expended for Breaking Roads 1,124 96 
Balance unexpended 98 32 
$1,000 00 
TOWN FARM. 
To Stock on Farm Feb. 20, 1875, valued at §619 00 
Hay, Grain and Provisions 467 14 
Farming Tools 318 81 
Furniture 201 75 
Wood 86 00 
Shingles 17 25 
Logs and Lumber 45 00 
Interest on $3,000 in Farm for one year 180 00 
Prescott Keyes and wife for year's services 350 00 
Paid for Yoke of Oxen .' 175 00 
Paid for Yoke of Steers 37 00 
Paid for Supplies 309 40 
•92,806 35 
By Stock on Farm Feb. 21 1*76. valued at £622 00 
Hay, Grain and Provisions -149 22 
Farming Tools 261 00 
Furniture 215 25 
Wood and Coal 80 00 
Shingles, 26 M 65 00 
Stock sold 275 00 
Produce sold 222 81 
Labor of Town Team on Highway, in 
Dist. No. 3 , 62 63 
Cost of supporting Poor on Farm 553 44 
$2,806 35 
SUPERINTENDENT'S ACCOUNT. 
Paid to carry on Farm past year 8521 40 
Services from Feb. 20, 1875, to Feb. 21, 1876 350 00 
$871 40 
By Cash rec'd for Stock and Produce sold $497 81 
J!y Cash received on Town Orders 373 59 
$871 40 
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POOR ON THE FARM. 
John Booker, age 84. All the year. 
Augustus Webber, age 24. From March 12, 1875. 
Mrs. Maria Donahue, age 29. From Dec. 12, 1875. 
Child of Mrs. Donahue, age 2 1-2. From Dec. 12, 1875. 
Child of Mrs. Donahue, age 6 mos. From Dec. 12, 1875. 
Mary- E. Holman, age 84. From Aug. 30, 1875. 
21 Tramps—supper, lodging.and breakfast. 
POOR OFF T H E FARM. 
Paid for Mrs. Hittie Harmon $19 75 
Mary E. Holman, Brunswick 5 00 
Mrs. John Chase 10 00 
Wm. Webber and family 7 25 
James Lint and family 12 50 
Coffin for W. Webber 14 00 
Wood for Poor 9 01 
Travelling bill for Poor 4 50 
Supplies furnished the Poor 11 30 
Tramps, 127 in number 73 90 
$167 21 
POOR OF OTHER TOWNS. 
Paid for Mrs. Charles Bachelder, Gardiner $104 04 
Costs of suit . . . . 5 28 
$109 32 
POOR ACCOUNT. 
Appropriated for Support of Poor $800 00 
Received from City of Gardiner I l l 65 
Town of Manchester 4 67 
$916 32 
Expended for Poor on Farm $373 59 
for Poor off Farm 167 21 
" for Poor of other towns 104 04 
Paid for Stove and Coal for Farm 12 32 
Total Cash paid out for Poor 657 16 
Balance carried to Sundries 259 16 
$916 32 
F I R E DEPARTMENT. 
Appropriation by the Town 100 00 
Received for Watering Ship 20 00 
Deficiency carried to Sundries , 476 81 
$596 81 
8 
Brought forward $596 81 
Paid Tempest Engine Company, No. 1. $100 00 
for Painting Engine Tempest . . . . 100 00 
200 feet of Hose 211 00 
Suction Hose and Couplings 119 50 
Care of Engines 20 00 
Repairs and Materials 46 31 
$596 81 
LIQUOR AGENCY. 
Amount of Liquors on hand Feb. 20, 1875 $284 86 
Paid State Agency for Liquor 1,104 48 
Freight and Truckage 12 82 
Theodore Patten, Agent 60 00 
Albert Blanchard, " 70 83 
Profit to Town on Liquor sold 178 10 
$1,711 09 
By Cash paid into town Treasury $1,530 00 
Cash rec'd for Barrels and Kegs sold.. 7 70 
Liquors on hand Feb. 21, 1876 173 39 
$1,711 09 
RECEDING TOMB. 
Appropriated by the Town from Report, 1875 $800 00 
Paid David H. Young $670 00 
John Hurley 40 65 
for two Doors 24 00 
sundry small bills 17 40 
$752 05 
Balance unexpended 47 95 
$800 00 
TOWN NOTES, BONDS AND ORDERS. 
Paid note Richmond National Bank $1,500 00 
" " " " 1,500 00 
" " " " 1,200 00 
' ' Samuel Wilson, dated May 12 200 00 
Town Bonds due March 1st, 1875 13,900 00 
Town Order dated Feb., 1866 200 00 
" No. 85ofl866 100 00 
" 10 of 1871 800 00 
" 16 of 1874 240 25 
" 172 " 44 75 
" 259 " 3 67 
" 265 " 5 92 
" 36 of 1875 100 00 
$19,794 59 
y 
Brought forward $19,794 59 
Borrowed on Note Richmond Nat. Bank $1,200 00 
" Town Orders (see Receipts), 13,050 00 
$14,250 00 
Difference in amt. paid and borrowed.. 5,544 59 
$19,794 59 
I N T E R E S T AND DISCOUNT. 
Paid Coupons on Town Bonds $1,644 00 
Paid Interest on Town Orders and Notes 1,361 36 
$3,005 36 
Appropriated by the Town $3,000 00 
Deficiency, carried to Sundries 5 36 
$3,005 36 
SUNDRIES. 
Paid for Printing Town Reports of 1*74 $50 00 
W. Gilbert, for legal advice 2 00 
for cleaning Selectmens'' office 1 2 0 
for legal advice 1 00 
for Truckage 40 
Tax and Costs Decker Farm, Fuller & Carter 
lots 24 97 
J . "W. Spauldiug, for Services 66 75 
for stove for Lockup 6 07 
for wood for Office 5 69 
Horse hire for Selectmen 18 75 
A. Small, watering trough, 1875 3 00 
Frank H . Lovell, care of town clock 20 00 
H. M. Dinslow & Co., bill of stationery 19 70 
Office rent for Selectmen 15 00 
Repairs in Town Hall 10 64 
Samuel Brown, constable 8 00 
S. Springer's Estate land damage 19 00 
for Tax Deeds 1 50 
D. S. Richards, horse hire, S. S Com 28 00 
I). S. Richards, making School Reports 10 00 
Alice Libb}', horse hire, S. S. Com 22 00 
Insane Hospital, for Fred Kearns 141 90 
•• Mrs. Olive Ridley 146 32 
" " Ellen O'Neal . . . ' 176 56 
Abatements to Wm. H. Smith, Collector 1874, 160 09 
A. P . Jewett, Collector 1875 . . 150 01 $1,108 55 
Amount paid Town Officers as per acct 800 08 
Deficiency brought from Fire Department acct 476 81 
Deficiency brought from Interest and Discount 5 36 
2 82,390 80 
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Appropriated by the Town $1 ,500 00 
Overlayings 1,027 00 
Supplemental Tax 103 00 
Brought from Poor Account 259 1 li 
Brought from Liquor Account 178 10 
Brought from Report of 187.") 150 2:1 
Receipts not credited elsewhere 30 29 
$3,307 84 
Balance in excess 917 04 
S3,307 84 
TAXES OF 1875—A. P . JEWETT, Collector. 
Whole amount committed to Collector 822,100 77 
Paid into State Treasury $4,973 GG 
" County Treasury 1,837 05 
Town'Treasury' 10.770 18 
Balance in hands of Collector 4,813 88 
S22,400 77 
TAXES OF 1874—WM. H. SMITH, Collector. 
Taxes in hands of Collector Feb. 20, 1875 $8,473 24 
One Poll Tax of 1874 3 00 
Interest collected on Taxes of 1871 151 46 
$8,(127 70 
Paid b}' Collector into Town Treasury . . . 88,027 70 
TAXES OF 1872—SAMUEL Bnowx, Collector. 
Taxes unaccounted for by note or otherwise from last 
Report .' 82.809 95 
Paid into Town Treasury in 1875 $11 8G 
Ba lance due Town 2.798 09 
— 82,809 95 
LIABILITIES. 
Town Bonds outstanding Feb. 21, 1870 820,550 00 
Town Order, Xo. 45, 18113, August 24 832 00 
" 35, 1870, April 4 GOO 00 
97, 1870, August G 2,158 10 
" " 19, 1871, March 4 1,000 00 
" •• 20, 1871, March 4 1,000 00 
•' " 22, 1871, April 7 1,000 00 
34, 1872, June 29 400 00 
" 18, 1873, March 1 500 00 
Town Note of 1873, May 12 400 00 
11 
Town Order, No. 95, 1 873. July 1 .".40 00 
" 114, 1873, July 19 800 00 
'• 240, 1873, December 8 1,."»00 00 
'• 241. 1X73, December 8 300 00 
57. 1.S74. May 20 1,;")00 0tl 
" 105. 1X74, September 1 1,500 00 
" 121, 1X74, October 1 (100-00 
" 171. 1X74, December S 111X20 
" 1X3, 1X74, December x 400 00 
4, 1X75, March 1 50 00 
5, 1x75, March 1 1,(500 00 
6, 1875, Much 1 :)()(") 00 
7, 1875. March 1 200 00 
9, 1x75. March 1 400 00 
" •• 10, 1X75. March 1 100 00 
12, 1X75, March 1 000 00 
13, 1x75, March 1 500 00 
" '• 15, 1X75, March 1 xoo 00 
16, 1X75. March 1 loo 00 
17, 1X75. March 1 !K)0 00 
IX, 1x75. March 1 100 00 
19, 1X75. March 1 250 00 
20, 1x75, March 1 500 00 
21, 1X75, March 1 (500 00 
22, 1X75, March 4 1.500 00 
" " 23, 1X75. March 1 500 00 
20, 1875. March 1 100 00 
31, 1X75, March 1 1.(500 00 
" •• 34. 1X75, March 1 :55(i 00 
35, 1X75, March 1 300 00 
" " 45, 1X75. March 1 000 00 
•
l
 302, dated Feb. 21, 1 X7(5 400 00 £•19.028 30 
Coupons and Interest due on the above Feb. 21, 1X7G, 1.153 37 
Due School Districts Feb. 21, 1x70 1.090 51 
Due A. P . Jewett for Collecting Taxes for 1X75 2(5X XO 
£ 5 2 , 1 4 0 98 
RESOURCES. 
Balance in Treasury, Feb. 20, 1X7(5, in Cash $4,170 9« 
Due from Samuel Brown, on Taxes of 1X72 2,708 09 
" A. P . Jewett, '• 1875 4.813 88 
Liquors on hand, Feb. 21, 1876 173 39 
Si2,25(5 34 
Liabilities over Resources, Feb. 21, 1876 •59.8X4 64 
852,110 98 
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Liabilities Feb. 20, 1869 862,538 95 
1870 51,015 55 
1871 49,628 51 
1872 48,768 29 
1873 47,426 06 
1874 44,748 88 
1875 43,003 78 
1876 39,884 64 
TOWN BONDS OUTSTANDING. 
Issue due March 1st, 1M77 $10,500 00 
Issue due March 1st, 1880 10,050 00 
$20,550 00 
TOWN PROPERTY. 
Town Farm and Outfit $4,692 47 
Two Fire Engines 2,000 00 
Two Fire Proof Safes 245 00 
Hearse 100 00 
Engine House 500 00 
Interest in Town House 1,100 00 
$8,637 47 
RECAPITULATION. 
Appropriations $22,400 77 
Receipts 31,475 52 
$53,876 29 
Paid State and County Tax as peracc't , $6,810 71 
Town Officers 800 08 
Schools 4,757 12 
School District No. 4 30 00 
School District No. 11 36 28 
Repairs of Highways 2,776 72 
Breaking Roads 1,124 96 
Cash, Poor Account 657 16 
Fire Department 596 81 
Receiving Tomb 752 05 
Town Notes, Bonds and Orders . . 19,794 59 
Interest and Discount 3,005 36 
Sundries 1,108 55 
Bal. Taxes, 1875, in Collector's hands, 4,813 88 
Note of Samuel Brown, in suit 2,341 04 
Bal. in Treasury Feb. 21, 1876 4,470 98 
$53,876 29 
F . HOUDLETTE, ) Selectmen 
H. RANDALL, f of 
C. S. COTTON, ) Richmond. 
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I hereby certify that I have examined the books and accounts 
of the Selectmen of Richmond for the municipal year ending 
February 21, 1876, and found the same properly kept and 
vouched, and correctly cast, and the foregoing, as far as it apper-
tains, is a true exhibit of the same. The foregoing also includes 
statistics, tables and accounts, not appearing on the books of the 
Selectmen proper, but have been compiled by them and inserted 
herewith, for the information of the town. 
J. W. SPAULDING, Auditor. 
RICHMOXD, March 2, 1876. 
ESTIMATED EXPENSES FOR 1876. 
Repairs of Highways $3,000 00 
For Snow Bills 500 00 
Support of the Poor 1,000 00 
Schools 2,000 00 
Free High School, 500 00 
Interest and Discount 2,800 00 
Contingent Fund 1,200 00 
Repair of Town Farm Buildings 300 00 
Tempest Engine Company 100 00 
Reduction of Town Debt 4,000 00 815,400 00 
TR E A SuRER-S REPORT. 
Town of Richmond in account with Carlt on, houdlette, Treasurer. 
CR 
By Cash Balance in Treasury Feb 20, 187."! $3,901 62 
Note of Samuel Brown,.in suit 2,.'341 04 
Cash on Town orders 13,050 00 
'• Note, Richmond National Bank 1,200 00 
School Mill Tax for 1875, from State 808 78 
Savings Bank Tax for 1875 '• G05 49 
Free High -School for 1K75, " 250 00 
School Fund for 1*75, '• 142 50 
Tuition High School 30 35 
Sale of School Lot 50 00 
License of Show 3 00 
Fine of Signor Blitz 5 00 
Use of Engine 20 00 
Use of Town Hall 7 00 
Cash of John O'Neal 12 67 
Cash of city of Gardiner and town of Manchester, 116 32 
Cash of Liquor Agents 1,537 70 
Back Tax of 1872 11 80 
Wm. H. Smith, Collector 1874, Tax Balance 8,476 24 
Interest on same 151 46 
A. P . .Tewett. Collector 1875 10,776 18 
One Tax Deed 50 
Tax and Costs on Carter lot 2 12 
$43,499 83 
15 
cr. brought forward 8-1:3,499 83 
D R . 
To paid Coupons on Town Bonds $1,044 00 
Interest on Notes and Orders . . 3(1 42 
Town Notes 4,400 00 
Town orders on Interest 1,200 00 
of 1874 294 59 
" Selectmen's, 187.r>. 12,452 7:] 
Town Bonds l:i,!)00 00 
Abatements for taxes worked . . 2.44S 47 
to Wm. II . Smi th . . 160 09 
A. P . Jewett J 50 01 
for Tax Deeds 1 50 
note of Samuel Brown in suit 2.341 04 
Cash Balance in Treasury. Feb. 21, '70, 1.470 98 
84 3,499 83 
C. hOUDLETTE, Treasurer. 
I hereby certify that I have -examined the books and accounts 
of the Treasurer of the- town of Bichmond for the municipal year 
ending Feb. 21, 1876, and found the same properly kept and 
vouched and correctly cast, and the foregoing is a true exhibit of 
the same. J . W. SPAULDING, Auditor. 
SCHOOL REPORT. 
FELLOW CITIZENS : 
The Annual Report of your Superintending School Com-
mittee is now presented for your consideration : 
DISTRICT NO, 1,—SOLON W H I T E , Agent, 
H i g h S c h o o l . 
Spring Term, Free High School—A. Q. RANDALL, A. 
M., Richmond, Principal. Miss LIZZIE A. ROGERS, Rich-
mond, Assistant. Whole number of pupils, 5 3 ; average, 
36. T e r m -
Summer Term, Free High School—Same Principal. Miss 
LIZZIE M. LIBBY, Assistant. Whole number of pupils, 40 ; 
average 36. Term,— 
Fall Term, Free High School—Same Principal. Same 
Assistant. Whole number of pupils, 5 8 ; average, 52. 
Term,— 
Winter Term—Same Teachers. Whole number of pu-
pils, 55 ; average, 50. Term, 9 weeks. 
Mr. RANDALL, the Principal, is a professional teacher of 
long experience, and has been engaged in the business for a 
period of many consecutive years, with little, if any, inter-
ruption. He is entirely devoted to the work of his chosen 
profession, and is unremitting in his efforts to discharge 
fully and faithfully its arduous yet honorable duties. 
Under his judious management, your High School has 
enjoyed a year of continued prosperity; so that, at the 
present time, its reputation is such as justly to merit your 
confidence and approbation. 
By his personal'efforts he has succeeded in awakening a 
uew and salutary interest, on the part of the parents, rela-
tive to the matter of establishing and sustaining the reputa-
tion of your High School. Neither has this new awakening 
been confined to the parents alone, but the citizens gener-
ally and the friends of education, both in and out of the 
district, are beginning to manifest a deeper interest in the 
matter of making }'our High School a model one in all re-
17 
spects. In teaching he endeavors to lead his pupils out of 
the mere routine of questions and answers, as found in the 
books, and thus awakens a spirit of inquiry, and imparts 
much useful information which would not otherwise be ob-
tained. While Mr. RANDALL believes in text books as val-
uable, and at present, indispensable helps, he is able and 
general]}' does conduct his class exercises without the aid 
of the books. That he possesses the necessary qualifica-
tion and ability to do thus, is to your Committee, an assur-
ance that more than ordinary success will crown his efforts, 
other things being equal. This practice is now adopted in 
many ol our colleges and higher grades of schools, in vari-
ous parts of the country. 
Should all of our teachers be required to possess such a 
thorough knowledge of the branches to be taught, as not to 
be confined to the text book during the time of recitation, 
we firmly believe that the value of their services would be 
much more than they otherwise can be ; and hence that our 
schools would be greatly benefitted thereby. 
At the close of the Spring and Fall terms, the general 
exercises were very interesting aud profitable. There were 
present at the former a laige number ot parents and friends, 
among whom were several of our leading and most promi-
nent citizens, who, by their presence, and timely speeches, 
contributed much to the interest of the occasion. 
The examinations at the close of the Fall and Winter 
terms were especially thorough, and highly gratifying and 
satisfactory. 
The discipline of your High School is of a high order. 
In this the pupils are made to realize that the school is, in 
a certain sense, .emphaticallv theirs ; and thus they come to 
assume individual responsibilities, not only in the matter of 
discipline, but in all matters that pertain to its present 
good, and standard reputation. 
I t is due the Assistant, Miss LIZZIE A. ROGERS, to say 
that the marked advance of the Spring term was, to a very 
considerable extent, owing to her arduous and devoted ef-
forts. In our last year's report, we spoke of her valuable 
and efficient services ; and we are pleased to add now that 
she continued to the close of this term, "at which time her 
connection with the school voluntarily ceased, to manifest 
the same lively interest in, and devotedness to her work, 
that had characterized her efforts hitherto. 
For the remainder of the year, Miss LIZZIE II . LIBBY 
3 
18 
has filled the position of assistant very acceptably. She 
was not wholly unaquainted with the duties and require-
ments of this department, as she had served as assistant for 
a time during the school year of eighteen hundred and sev-
en-three and four. By the aid of her past expeiience, she 
was the better able to enter at once upon her work, in a 
very satisfactory and efficient manner. I t is but just to add 
that she ha rver been a very energetic and zealous teacher, 
and by her persistent and harmonious labors, has done much 
towards establishing the present good reputation of your 
High School. 
G r a m m a r S c h o o l . 
Spring term.—Miss EMILY M. CLAEKE, teacher. Whole 
number of pupils, 42 ; average, —. Term, 8 weeks. 
Summer term, same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
45 ; average, —. Term, . 
Fall term.—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
58 ; average, 50. Term, no report. 
Winter term. Whole number of pupils, 54 ; average, 
45 1-2. Term, 9 weeks. 
The Grammar School has been under the charge of Miss 
EMILY .M. CLARKE for the entire year. She has now 
taught this school for six consecutive years. Each succes-
sive year she brings to her aid the experience of former 
years. The school has enjoyed an increase of prosperity 
the present year. Each term has been a profitable one 
The whole school is divided into two classes or divisions, 
so that all the members of one or the other can be engaged 
in the matter of recitations at the same time. This method 
of imparting instruction to the whole class at once is a wise 
one, as thereby the information imparted to any particular 
member of the division may be listened to and received by 
every other one reciting the same lesson. Thus the neces-
sity of explaining the same example over and over again to 
different pupils of the same division is, to a greater or less 
extent, obviated. There is a large amount of work to be 
done daily in this school, and so long as but one teacher is 
employed, the amount of instruction that can in the time 
be given directly and separately to any individual pupil 
must necessarily be limited. 
In spelling, your committee were in favor of the plan 
which required every alternate exercise to be a written one. 
But whether it is best to require those in history to spend 
so much time in committing the language of the text-books 
is a matter which it might be well to consider. The gen-
19 
eral exercises of the school, declaiming, reading eelect 
pieces, & c , are well conducted, and very profitable. Every 
pupil has been taught writing, and the books presented a 
very neat appearance, and evidenced a fair degree of ad-
vance. It only remains for us to add that Miss CLARKE 
has been zealous and unremitting in her efforts to advance 
the interests of her school, and discharge faithfully the du-
ties of her responsible position. 
C e n t r a l I n t e r m e d i a t e . 
Spring Term—Miss CARRIE J . CALL, Richmond, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 37 ; average, 30. Term 7 weeks. 
Summer term—same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
35 ; average, 30. Term, 10 weeks. 
Fall term—same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 2(5; 
average, 23. Term, 10 weeks. 
Winter term—same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
26 ; average, 22. Term, —. 
With the close of the winter term of the present school 
year, Miss CALL completed her ninth consecutive year of 
service as teacher of this school. During the whole of this 
extended period she has devoted herself faithfully and con-
scientiously to a right discharge of the duties of her posi-
tion. Her long and persistent labor has been rewarded 
yearly with .a degree of success proportionate to her devot-
edness and unremitting application.. In entering upon the 
duties of the year just closed, she was animated with a de-
sire to make her school a model one in all respects, so far 
as possible. To this end she endeavored to make her past 
experience and the known wants of her pupils of the great-
est practical benefit. Unfortunately, after teaching only a 
short time, the spring term was somewhat interrupted by 
the sickness of Miss C. During two weeks of this latter 
period the School was very acceptably taught by Miss L I Z -
ZIE H. LIBBY. The remainder of the spring term was 
taught by Miss CALL, with good success. 
The summer term w.as very pleasant, interesting and 
profitable. At its close a class of fourteen passed a very 
creditable and satisfactory examination for admission to the 
Grammar School. In her untiring efforts to give her pupils 
a good preparatory start for the more advanced work of the 
Grammar School, Miss CALL has always been highly suc-
cessful. 
The fall term was also very interesting and profitable. 
The school was now more easily governed than at some 
former terms. This gratifying change was followed by a 
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corresponding degree of improvement as to the general 
good deportment of the pupils. Singing was a new and 
inspiring feature of the school this term, adding much to 
the welfare and pleasare of the pupils. 
The winter term has been very successful. Good ad-
vancement has been made by all the classes. In short, it 
has been a more orderly, pleasant and successful term than 
ordinarily in winter. 
During each term Miss CALL has practiced reading t > 
her pupils at stated intervals, either from "Rolla's Book of 
Travels in Europe," or Hooker's "Child's Book of Nature." 
This practice has the hearty approval of your Committee ; 
for thereby a great deal of useful information is imparted 
to the school which otherwise would not be obtained; be-
sides, it serves as a pleasant and needed relaxation, which 
is always conducive to right physical and mental develop-
ment. I t is pleasing to be warranted in saying that this 
school has been more easily governed during the year last 
past than hitherto, and as a consequence more orderly and 
progressive. 
Worth I n t e r m e d i a t e . 
Spring Term"—Miss CLARA E . SUCKLING, teacher. Whole 
number of pupils, 4(5; average, 40. Term, 8.weeks. 
Summer Term—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
48 ; average, 42. Term, 9 weeks. 
Fall Term—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 37 ; 
average, 34. Term, 9 weeks; 
Winter Term—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
43 ; average, 37. Term, 9 weeks. 
Miss SUCKLING has had charge of this school during a 
period of several years. She is a very faithful and efficient 
teacher. In the school room she is active and industrious, 
and succeeds well in the matter of discipline. This school 
is now ranked as being orderly and industrious, and also as 
easily managed as most schools of this grade. I t being of 
a mixed character, however, makes it somewhat harder to 
manage and instruct. The advance each term has been 
very commendable. During the spring term, good progress 
was made in all the studies. The same favorable mention 
is due each successive term. At the close of each term, the 
examination was well sustained by all the classes. While 
marked attention has been paid to reading and. arithmetic, 
the other branches have been well taught. In short under 
the judicious management of Miss SUCKLING, this school 
has enjoyed continued prosperity during the entire year. 
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Miss SUCKLING'S services are still retained in this school. 
S o u t h I n t c r r a e d i a t e . 
Spring Term—Miss ADA F . GOODWIN, Litchfield, Jeach-
er. Whole number of pupils, 37 ; average, 34. Term, 8 
weeks. 
Summer Term—Same teacher. Whole nvmber of pupils, 
54 ; average, 46. Term, 9 weeks. 
Fall Term—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 53 ; 
average, 47. Term, 10 weeks. 
Winter Term—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
5 3 : average, 48. Term, 9 weeks. 
In closing our last year's report of this school, we spoke 
of its being under the care of Miss ADA F . GOODWIN, Litch-
field, she having made a good beginning. It has remained 
under her direction up to this time, she now being engaged 
in teaching the spring term of the ensuing school year. 
This school requires a good deal ot hard labor; and Miss 
G. has not been afraid to perform it. During the spring 
term, she was ever active and dilligent, and strove to make 
her school as nearly a first-class one, as with its mixed char-
acter and consequent variet}r of material was possible. A 
fair advance was made by all, as shown by the final exami-
nation. Miss G. succeeded in making her school more in-
teresting and profitable, than was anticipated. The singing 
exercises were quite a noticeable feature of her school dur-
ing the year. The summer term was equally well taught. 
Thirty-three of the pupils were reported as not having whis-
pered during the term; while twenty-one had not been ab-
sent half-a-day. Good attention was paid to the neatness 
of the school-rcom, and it was rendered more pleasant and 
attractive, by being tastefully trimmed and ornamented with 
leaves and flowers, a love for the latter (flowers) being ac-
quired by their cultivation in the school-room. The same 
remarks are applicable to the fall term, not only as to the 
neatness and •ttractiveness of the school-room, but also as 
to the degree of advance. The winter term, we think, re-
quired more hard labor than ordinary. At some of our 
visits, there was more restlessness on the part of some of 
the boys than we had noticed hitherto, causing the teacher 
seemingly more effort in the matter of securing quietness 
and promptness. In this connection, we would call atten-
tion to the matter of warming the rooms, which is not easily 
done with the present arrangement, so as to give a uniform 
degree of heat to the room. The practice of keeping a 
portion of the class io near a heated stove during recitation, 
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should be avoided. But the danger which attends the over-
heating of some parts of the school-room cannot so well be 
avoided, so long as the present plan of warming is adhered to. 
Great attention should always in all our schools, be paid 
to the physisal as well as mental welfare of the pupils ; and 
everything pertaining to their management, and ultimate 
objects to be attained, Bhould, both in and out of the school-
room, bear the imprint of comfort, culture and refinement. 
P r i m a r y S o l i o o l . 
Spring term.—Mrs. ANNIE COOPEK, Eichmond, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 34 ; average, 28. Term, 6 1-2 
weeks. 
Summer term.—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
52 ; average, 48. Term, 10 weeks. 
Fall term—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 45 ; 
average, 39. Term, 10 weeks. 
Winter term—First part, same teacher. Whole number 
of pupils, 32 ; average, 25. Term, 2 weeks. 
Winter term.—Second part, EMMA C. COTTON, Bowdoin, 
teacher. Whole number of pupils, 40 ; average, 34 3-7. 
Term, 7 weeks. 
The spring, summer and fall terms of this school were 
taught by its former teacher, Mrs. COOPER, with the same 
marked ability and success as hitherto. She had a love for 
her work, and was zealous and conscientious in the dis-
charge of the not irresponsible duties of her somewhat try-
ing and arduous position. On visiting the school on one 
occasion during the spring term, your committee had the 
pleasure of being present during the opening morning exer-
cises, and were much impressed with their appropriateness, 
and the value of their influence for good on the young and 
tender minds of its pupils, especially in the future. In 
teaching, Mrs. C. strove to win the confidence of her pu-
pils, and by making everything plain and simple, or easy 
to be' understood, to awaken on their part a lively interest 
in all they were being taught. As hitherto, she labored 
earnestly to interest, instruct and develope the young and 
plastic minds of her pupils. To this end, one of the meth-
ods was object teaching. The first lessons of "Bartholo-
mew's System of Drawing" were taught. Much benefit was 
also derived from the practice of giving oral instruction per-
taining to the several lessons, while the slate and black-
board exercises afforded both pleasure and profit. Mrs. C. 
looked carefully also to the physical wants ot such little 
children. She was sensible of the fact that her pupils needed 
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"opportunity for frequent change of position," as well as 
"much innocent enjoyment." Singing by the whole school, 
at short and stated intervals, was a very interesting and en-
joyable exercise. Good advance was made by all in the 
first lessons in reading, great pains being taken to start 
right, and thus lay the foundation for good reading in fu-
ture. At the close of the fall term Mrs. C. resigned her 
position, but continued to teach for two weeks during the 
winter term, when the school was put under the charge and 
direction of Miss EMMA COTTON, formerly teacher in Dist. 
No. 6. Miss C. taught the term through in a very satisfac-
tory manner. The spring term of the school is now being 
taught by Miss C , and promises to be a profitable one. 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. No. 1, as per report of 1875, $368 07 
Appropriated by the town .' 1,354 48 
Received from Savings Bank and Mill T a x . . . . 851 86 
" Tuition in High School : . . 25 35 
Sale of School House Lot 50 00 
$2,649 76 
Expended during the year 2,175 44 
Balance due District Feb. 21, 1876 $474 32 
FREE HIGH SCHOOL. 
Amount due Free High School Feb. 21 ,1875 . . $243 50 
Received from Tuition 5 00 
Appropriated by town 500 00 
Received from State 250 00 
$998 50 
Expended during the year 792 00 
Balance due Feb. 21, 1876 $206 50 
DISTRICT NO. 2 .—OSBEET PARKS, Agent. 
Summer Term—Miss LIZZIE A. ROGERS, teacher. No 
report. 
Winter term—Mr. Wit . E . CHASE, Richmond, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 15 ; average, 10. Term, 10 
weeks. 
" A t the close of the summer term we found seventeen 
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pupils, who were wide awake as well as their teacher. 
They were very thorough in all their recitations, and the 
general appearance of the school was excellent. 
"The winter term was small, averaging only ten pupils. 
Mr. CHASE is an experienced teacher, and endeavored to 
impress on his pupils the importance of thoroughly under-
standing what they went over. He taught a good sch'ool." 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist., as per report of 1875 $27 03 
Appropriated by Town I l l 94 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax * 67 35 
$206 32 
Expended during the year 164 61 
Balance due District Feb. 21 , 1876 $41 71 
DISTRICT NO. 3 — W J I . LANCASTER, Agent. 
Summer term—Miss MARIA H. HANOVER, teacher. No 
leport. 
Fall term—Same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 22 ; 
average, 17. Term, 9 weeks. 
Winter term—Mr. M. J . BARTLETT, Litchfield, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 22 ; average, 18. Term, 12 
weeks. 
At our visit near the close of the summer term, there 
were sixteen pupils. Some of them had made fair progress 
in their studies, but neither teacher nor pupils seemed suf-
ficiently interested in the school. Had she thrown a little 
more life and energy into her work, her pupils would have 
been waked up a little and better results secured. 
The fall term commenced with twenty-three pupils, sev-
eral being admitted from adjoining districts. More interest 
was manifested, and we trust this term was. more profitable, 
but on account of sickness in the teacher's family the school 
closed sooner than was expected, and was not again visited. 
The winter term opened well, and at its close, we found 
that very commendable improvement had been made by the 
pupils in their studies. There were promptness and thor-
oughness manifested at the examination. Classes in arith-
metic did well, putting work upon the board as though they 
knew how to do it, explaining it carefully, and answering 
questions intelligently. The average number of pupils was 
eighteen. 
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ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. No. 3, as per report of 1875, $50 26 
Appropriated by Town 119 40 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from State 71 84 
$241 50 
Expended during the year 108 17 
Balance due Dist. Feb. 21, 1876 $133 33 
DISTRICT XO. 4.—SUMNER CUNNINGHAM, Agent. 
Summer term—Miss EMILY W . SMILEY, Litchfield, 
teacher. Whole number of pupils, 19 ; average, 15. Term, 
8 weeks. 
Winter term—Mr. CHARLES M. TIBBETTS, Litchfield, 
teacher. Whole number of pupils, 22 ; average, 18. Term, 
9 weeks. 
"This school takes a prominent place as one of the good 
schools in toAvn. I t has had experienced and hard working 
teachers both terms. Classes in arithmetic, both in sum-
mer and in winter, showed the result of earnest work. One 
class had Avell mastered some of the most difficult parts of 
that branch. There were two classes in algebra, one of 
which was well advanced. The classes in grammar and 
geography were ready and quite thorough. The reading 
was good, in some cases very good." 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. Xo. 4, as per report of 1875. . $1 99 
Appropriated by town I l l 99 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from State 67 35 
$181 23 
Expended during the year 167 00 
Balance due District Feb. 21, 1876 $14 23 
DISTRICT XO. 5.—GRANVILLE BLAIR, Agent. 
Summer term—Miss ZELIND A. L ITCH, teacher. Whole 
number of pupils, 1 1 ; average, 10 1-2. Term, 8 weeks. 
Winter term—Mr. G. D . PARKS, Richmond, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 19 ; average, 16. Term, 11 
weeks. 
Miss LITCH taught a good school. This was her third 
4 
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attempt. With the experience of her former terms she 
was the better prepared to teach a profitable school. Marked 
advance was made by the younger pupils, while the older 
ones did themselves honor in the matter of a thorough ex-
animation. 
The winter term, taught by Mr. G E O . D. PARKS, was a 
success. Fiona the start it was apparent that the term 
would be a profitable one. There was great unanimity of 
purpose and harmony of action between teacher and pupils 
through the whole term. The school was visited three 
times. At the last visit quite a thorough examination of 
the diifereut classes was made, with the most pleasing and 
gratifying results. All the branches had been carefully 
taught, and a commendable degree of advance had been 
made in each. The advanced class in arithmetic had gone 
through Greenleafs Practical in a very thorough manner. 
But your committee desire to make special mention of the 
general exercises, embracing declamations and select read-
ings, as being both interesting and useful. Six of the boys 
and five of the girls took part in them at our last visit. 
This practice has been a part of the regular work of the 
school, and all have engaged in it with a willingness and 
enthusiasm truly refreshing. Mr. PARKS is a promising 
teacher. 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. No. 5, as per report of 1875. . $54 11 
Appropriated by the town 97 02 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from the State 58 37 
$209 50 
Expended during the year 13G 25 
Balance due District Feb. 21, 1876 $73 25 
DISTKICT NO. 6.—S. B. HATHORN, Agent. 
Spring term—Miss CORA I . DINSLOW, Richmond, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 22 ; average, 18. Term, 8 weeks. 
Summer term—Miss EMMA E. COTTON, teacher. Whole 
number of pupils, 23 ; average, 21. Term, 8 weeks. 
Winter term—same teacher. Whole number of pupils, 
27 ; average, 23. Term, 8 weeks. 
This was Miss DIXSLOW'S second term in this district. At 
our first visit we found the school well classified, orderly 
and industrious. Our second visit was made by request, 
in order to aid the teacher in the matter of discipline. At 
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the close all the classes sustained a very interesting and 
creditable examination. 
The summer term was taught by Miss EMMA E. COTTON, 
with excellent success. The discipline of the school was 
mild but efficient. Although there was an interruption of 
two weeks, oh account of the sickness of Miss C , the final 
examination was highly satisfactory in all respects. 
The winter term was equally, if not more, successful. It 
was visited three times. 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. Xo 6, as per report of 1*75. . $63 03 
Appropriated by the town 145 52 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from State 87 55 
$296 10 
Expended during the year 208 95 
Balance due District Feb. 21, 1876 $87 15 
DISTRICT NO. 7 .—REUBEN BATES. Agent. 
Spring Term—Miss CORA I. DINSLOW, teacher. Whole 
number of pupils, 25 ; average, 23, term, 3 3-5 weeks. 
Miss DINSLOW made a good start in this school, but after 
teaching for some three weeks, was obliged to leave on ac-
count of sickness. Miss L o r is A J . PARKS taught the re-
mainder of the term. I t was her first attempt. At both 
visits the school was quiet and orderly. Considering the in-
terruption, a fair advance was made. 
Winter Term — ELWIN A. DINSLOW, teacher. Whole 
number of pupils, 27 ; average, 21. Term 12 weeks. 
Mr. DINSLOW taught a good school. At each visit we 
found it orderly and industrious. At the close, all the 
classes passed a creditable examination. The arithmetic 
and grammar classes are deserving of special notice. The 
school was visited several times, and on each occasion were 
much interested in its active work. 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. No. 7, as per report of 1875, $82 49 
Appropriated by the Town 119 40 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from State 87 55 
Expended during the year 
$289 44 
182 20 
Balance due the Dist. Feb. 21, 1876 $107 24 
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DISTRICT NO. 8.—CHALMERS HARLOW, AgeU. 
Summer Term—Miss ADA A. TRUFANT, Bowdoinham, 
teacher. Whole number of pupils, 20 ; average, 16. Term, 
8 weeks. 
Winter Term — FRANK Gr. Dow, Richmond, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 19 ; average, 12. Term, 10 weeks. 
"On our visit near the close of the summer term, we 
found only nine pupils present, which was about one-half 
the usual number. The examination of these showed that 
the teacher had labored hard to instruct her pupils, and 
several of them bore a very good examination in the studies 
they had pursued. 
Mr. Dow commenced the winter term with twenty pupils, 
and closed with ten. This was his first school. He evi-
dently felt an interest in his work, and tiied to interest and 
instruct his pupils. With some of the classes he was quite 
successful; others were permitted to go over too much 
ground, to be thorough. With more experience and some 
special training, we no doubt Mr. Dow would correct this 
error, and make a successful teacher. We regret that the 
pupils in this district are not more punctual in their atten-
dance. Both summer and winter terms throughout, closed 
with only about one-half the number with which they com-
menced. We think the parents are in fault, and hope this 
error will be corrected." 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount duo Dist. No. 8, as per report of 1876, $50 20 
Appropriated by the Town 100 75 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from State 60 61 
$211 56 
Expended during the year 148 81 
Balance due Dist, Feb. 21, 1876 $62 75 
DISTRICT NO. 9.—LINCOLN HARLOW, Agent. 
Summer Term—Miss ALICE C. COTTON, teacher. Whole 
number, 15 ; average, 13. Term, 7 weeks. 
Winter term—Mr. N. H. SKELTON, Richmond, teacher. 
"This is a small school, averaging during the summer 
term only about twelve pupils. Miss COTTON seemed to be 
interested in her work, and some of her pupils bore a very 
good examination. Others were not quite so ready as we 
would like tc see. 
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"The winter term averaged fourteen pupils. This was 
Mr. SKELTON'S first effort in teaching. He evidently went 
into the school resolved to do his best, and was as success-
ful as the average of young and inexperienced teachers. 
The classes in reading and geography recited very well. 
Those in arithmetic had tried to do too much to do anything 
well. His pupils needed a little more interest infused by 
the life and tact which a teacher would best bring to bear 
upon them. We think there was a little lacking here which 
more experience and better acquaintance with methods of 
teaching, we are confident, will supply." 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due the District as per report of 1875. . . $11 92 
Appropriated by the town 78 36 
Mill and Savings Bauk Tax from State 47 14 
$137 42 
Expended during the year 114 59 
Balance due District Feb. 21, 1876 $22 73 
DISTRCT NO. 10.—ALBION PRAY, Agent. 
Summer term—Miss MERA P ROGERS, teacher. Whole 
number, 2 1 ; average, 16. Term, 8 weeks. 
Fall term—Mrs. ANGIE O. BOOKER, teacher. Whole 
number, 2 4 ; average, 17. Term, 8 weeks. 
Winter term—Mr. ELWIN A. DINSLOW, Richmond, and 
Mr. DANIEL P . ROBINSON, Litchfield, teachers. Whole 
number of pupils, 25 ; average, 24. Term, 3 weeks. 
Whole number of pupils, 22 : average, 20. Term, 10 weeks. 
The summer term was taught 1>\- Miss MERA P . ROGERS. 
It waa her first effort. The school appeared well at first 
visit. Miss ROGERS was very active, and entered upon her 
new duties with much zeal and confidence. On making our 
last visit, it was to be regretted that only ten pupils were 
present. The examination, however, was quite thorough, 
and a commendable advance had been made in all the studies. 
The Fall term was taught by Mrs. BOOKER, with good 
success. Mrs. B. was a teacher of considerable experience, 
having taught forty schools. Under her direction, the whole 
school has made a marked advance, as was shown by the 
final examination. The winter term was commenced by Mr. 
ELWIN DINSLOW. After some two weeks, we visited the 
school, and found it well classified, orderly, and apparently 
with nothing to hinder a marked degree of success. But 
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owing to some trouble, growing out of the matter of disci-
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pline, the harmonious workings of the school were so inter-
fered with, as shown at the investigation, as to make future 
success very doubtful. Seeing this, Mr. DINSLOW resigned 
his position. After a short interruption, the services of Mr. 
DANIEL W ROBINSON, Litchfield, were secured. Mr. R. is 
a teacher ot great experience. He has taught a goodly num-
ber of schools in town ; aud hem e, his reputation as to be-
ing a successful teacher, is well known to you. At our last 
visit, all the classes sustained a most excellent examination. 
Mr. R. is doing much hard and profitable work in this school. 
The Term has not yet closed. 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. No. 10, as per report of 1875, $168 36 
Appropriated by the Town 141 79 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from State 85 31 
$395 46 
Expended during the }rear 231 42 
Balance due Dist. Feb. 21, 1876 $164 04 
DISTRICT NO. 11.—SAMUEL LEAVITT, Agent. 
Summer Term—Miss ANNIE K. PEASLEE, Pittston, teach-
er. Whole number of pupils, 22 ; average 17. Term, 6 
weeks. 
Winter Term—Mr. FRANK J . BUKER, Richmond, teacher. 
Whole number of pupils, 26 ; average, 23. Term, 11 weeks. 
Miss PEASLEE was a teacher of some experience, and ap-
peared to be thoroughly in earnest as to the matter of teach-
ing a good school. The school in the beginning appeared 
well. The pupils were orderly and industrious, and evi-
dently determined to do their best. At the close, it was 
found that a very commendable degree of progress had been 
made in the several studies. A class of young ladies did 
so well in grammar, as to be deserving of special notice. 
A class of boys had also done well as beginners. Some 
of the pupils of this school excel in arithmetic, while all do 
as well as ordinary. I t was a very satisfactory term. 
The winter term was again taught by Mr. F . J . BUKER, 
who well sustained his former good reputation as a teacher. 
On the occasion of our second visit it was evident that 
all the classes had mede a good degree of advance. More 
than the usual proportion of pupils had attended to the 
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study of grammar, to good purpose. Reading had been 
well taught. The smaller classes had made very marked 
advance. A class of two went through Greenleaf's Practi-
cal Arithmetic, also through Greenleaf's Elementary Alge-
bra, and were able to answer review test questions prompt-
ly and correctly in both these studies. I t was a very suc-
cessful school, in all respects. 
ACCOUNT. 
Amount due Dist. No. 11, as per report.of 1875,. $139 60 
Appropriated by the Town 119 40 
Mill and Savings Bank Tax from State 71 84 
$330 84 
Expended during the year 327 58 
Balance due District Feb. 21, 1876 $3 26 
Your Committee have thus endeavored to give a brief yet 
fair statement of the condition and progress of your respec-
tive schools during the year now closing. For the most 
part they have enjoyed continued and uninterrupted pros-
perity. In only a few instances during the year, have your 
committee been called to assist in the matter of discipline, 
or in any other special work; and these instances have 
already been sufficiently indicated in our detailed reports. 
A few of the schools in town have suffered somewhat from 
sickness and other unavoidable causes, but not more, per-
haps, than ordinary. 
In the rural districts the schools have, for the most part, 
been under the direction of experienced teachers, and have 
enjoyed a good degree of prosperity, with but few excep-
tions. Those schools which have been under the care of 
inexperienced teachers have already been reported as having 
made some advance, while none of them have been inter-
rupted by a change of teachers. I t is to be hoped that with 
experience, and such further needed preparation as they 
may have discovered to be wanting, this latter class of 
teachers will, in a comparatively short period, be justly 
ranked among the most successful in town. 
Your village schools have been well taught. They are 
under the care of an experienced corps of teachers, who 
have faithfully discharged the duties of their respective 
positions, and thereby done much towards making your 
schools what they ought to be. In the language of another, 
substantially, the practice of securing the services of a good 
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teacher from term to term, for several terms, sometimes for 
years, affords him opportunity to know the capacity and 
attainments of each pupil in his school, and enables him to 
assign proper lessons at the beginning of each new term 
without delay, and in advance of where the pupil left off 
the previous term. Thus there is no loss of school time. 
It is due your agents to say, that in the matter of select-
ing and hiring your teachers, they have generally been actu-
ated by a laudable desire to obtain the best, rather than the 
cheapest; and thus they have done not a little towards 
enhancing the value of your schools. I t remains for parents 
and friends of education to see to it that those under their 
charge are regular in their attendance; for it is too appar-
ent to be denied that some of your schools have suffered 
from absenteeism and a want of punctuality on the part of 
the pupils. 
Before closing, your committee beg leave to call attention 
to the abolition of the "district system," a matter which is 
claiming and occupying the earnest and candid attention of 
the people of your State, to a very considerable extent. 
Under our present system the school money is unequally 
divided, some districts receiving a very large amount, others 
a very small sum. Hence in one district an experienced 
and successful teacher can be employed to teach a long 
term; in another they are compelled to hire a "cheap" 
teacher, or have but a short term. Says our State Super-
intendent of Common Schools, the Hon. Warren Johnson: 
"Little money, poor school-houses, short schools, are the 
necessary attendants ot this system." It is obvious that 
rural districts are the chief sufferers from this unequal dis-
tribution of our school money. How can this evil be rem-
edied? Permit us to answer, as has been well said by 
others, by abolishing the district system, and adopting the 
town plan, thereby securing to all a fair and equal amount 
of money, better school-houses, and better and longer 
schools, as well as giving to each individual better school 
facilities. This being done, the town will build and own 
all the school-houses, and have supervision over all the 
schools. I t is to be hoped that this matter will receive your 
earnest attention with a view to change, if the schools can 
be greatly benefitted. 
Another matter to which we would invite your candid 
and most earnest consideration is the "text-book question," 
as it relates " to the town plan of owning the school-books 
and loaning the same to the pupils." In order to bring 
J . J 
before you some of the reasons in favor of this plan, we 
will now make an extract from the schiool report ot the city 
of Lewiston, which is published in the Nineteenth Annual 
Report of the State Superintendent of Common Schools, 
pages 84 and 85 : 
" F R E E SchooL BOOKS—Lewiston. The City Council 
authorized the School Board to supply such text books as 
Ihey may think proper, at the expense of the city, begin-
ning with the school year opening in September, 187L>. 
The books are to be loaned to the pupil for such time as he 
may be connected with the class using them; and for any 
injury to them the parent or guardian is to be held respon-
sible to the city. Teachers are required to account to the 
School Board for all text books put into their hands for the 
use of their pupils." 
Under this plan, the first cost of text-books for the pupils 
in our public schools will not be over one-half of what it 
has been under the old plan of requiring pupils to purchase 
for themselves. Again, as scholars leave their books with 
the Superintendent when they have completed them, the 
same book will be made to do service two or three, or even 
more times, while under the old system they have too often 
been thrown aside after being used for one scholar. It is 
believed that the expense of school-books under the new 
plan will not exceed one-fourth what it was under the old 
system. Thi?, indeed, has proved to be the case in Bath 
and some other cities that have inauguiatecl the free text-
book system. Besides, the experience of these cities has 
demonstrated that the books are better cared for under a 
system in which the pupil receives them as a loan, under 
tlie supervision of the teacher, than that in which the pupil 
has the ownership and regards himself as having a right to 
do as he pleases with his own. Besides, the difficulty often 
hitherto experienced in inducing parents to supply their 
children with school-books, and the frequent loss of time to 
the pupil from a want ot such books, are entirely avoided 
under this system. And more important than all other 
considerations, many children who have been kept from 
school simply because their parents could not, or would not, 
incur the expense of books, will, under the free text-book 
system, be brought within the influence of the school-room. 
Indeed, on o-eneral principles, it is difficult to see why the 
citv or town that on grounds of public policy and neces-
sity is required by law to provide school-rooms and teachers, 
and school appliances for their children, ought not also to 
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provide them with tha t most essential school appliance, 
t ex t -books . Q u r own belief is that experience will demon-
strate that the free text -book sys tem is not only justified on 
g rounds of economy, bu t also by the wisest publ ic pcl icy. 
Y o u r commit tee would embrace this favorable oppor tu-
nity to extend our most hear ty and sincere thanks to those 
who have , by their cordial sympa thy and t imely suggest ions, 
r endered valuable aid in our work ; also to all our teachers , 
for the uniform and marked cour tesy which they have ever 
shown us in all our visits and in tercourse , t rus t ing that the 
k indness , sympathy , and co-operation of all will never be 
less. 
D. S. R I C H A R D S , ) 
S. W . J A C K , s S. Committee. 
A. l I B B Y , > 
NOTICE TO AGENTS AND TEACHERS. 
Agents are hereby requested to inform all applicants, whom 
they may employ to teach, that the Committee will be in session, 
for their examination, etc., at the Academy, as follows: for the 
Summer schools the third and fourth Saturdays in April, at one 
o'clock P . M. ; for the "Winter schools, the first and second Sat-
urdays in November, at one o'clock P. M. 
It is absolutely necessary that teachers apply for their certifi-
cates on the days above mentioned. 
TEXT BOOKS USED IN THE SHOOLS. 
National Readers and Spellers ; Greenleaf's Arithmetics (new 
series) and Algebras; Quackenbos's Grammars, History and 
Rhetoric; Cornell's geographies (new series); Peck's Ganot's 
Philosophy; Porter's Chemistry; Peterson's Family Science: 
Gray's Botany; Davies's series Higher Mathematics; Wells's 
Physical Geog.aphv; Welch's Object Lessons ; Bryant & Strat-
um's Book Keeping. Latin—Harkness's Complete Course. 
French—Harkins's and Pujol & Van Normand's Advanced Course. 
TO SCHOOL AGENTS. 
GENTLEMEN :—Your School Committee would very respectfully 
call 3-our attention to the following section of the Revised Statutes 
of this State : 
Section 55, Chapter 11, reads as foilows : If any agent neglects 
to give written notice to the Superintending School Committee, 
when any school in his district is to commence, whether it is to 
be kept by a master or mistress, and how long it is expected to 
continue, he shall forfeit one dollar for each day the school is kept 
before such notice is given. 
